
2013 ZINFANDEL
ANCESTOR SELECTIONS

ABOUT THE VINES

TECHNICAL DATA
   

 
80% Zinfandel, 10% Petite Sirah, 5% Carignane, 
4% Mataro and 1% Muscat de Canelli and Alicante Bouschet

Alexander Valley

 September 16, 2013

 26.1° Brix    

pH:  3.85   

TA:  0.64 g/100ml

 14.7%    

 21 months, 25% new French oak 

 June 15, 2014

  December 1, 2015

 193 cases

ALEXANDER VALLEY
SONOMA COUNTY

J. RICKARDS WINERY
24505 Chianti Road,

Cloverdale, CA  95425

[P] 707.758.3441
[F] 707.857.4808

www.jrwinery.com
info@jrwinery.com

SUSTAINABLE VINES... EXCEPTIONAL WINES

�e Ancestor Selections Zinfandel block is located on a hillside just south of the winery, planted in shallow, 
rocky soil.  In 1998 we planted this vineyard block as a tribute to our “ancestors”, using cuttings taken from 
old vineyards in the Alexander Valley, including Pastori, Nervo, Vasconi, Mazzoni, Patchetti and Osborne 
vineyards.  We �eld grafted these cuttings, along with cuttings from our 1908 Brignole Old Vine Zinfandel 
block onto disease resistant rootstock.  In addition to 80% Zinfandel, our Ancestor selections block is planted 
with 10% Petite Sirah, 5% Carignane, 4% Mataro and 1% Muscat de Canelli and Alicante Bouschet.  �e 
vines are head pruned and spaced on a 4 ft. by 8 ft. pattern and planted with a density of 1360 vines per acre.  
�is particular planting style and mix of grapes was chosen because it replicates classic “�eld blends” that were 
planted in the early 1900s.

�e grapes for our Ancestor Selections Zinfndel were all picked at the same time and co-fermented in the classic 
�eld-blend style of the early 1900’s and then aged in French and American oak barrels for 21 months.
�is wine is a classic Alexander Valley Zinfandel, with aromas of balck cherry, licorice and white pepper.  It is well 
structured on the palate, with rich �avors of plum and boysenberry.  An extended �nish of toasty vanilla oak 
perfectly rounds out the wine.
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